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TAGD=Texas Alliance of Groundwater Districts



What does TAGD do?

Educational and technical training
Tracks legislation & agency rulemaking

Serves as a resource for districts, the public,
lawmakers, and state agencies

Facilitates communication among GCDs
Collects data on GCDs



TAGD’s GCD Index
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What does Lloyd Gosselink do?



GCDs

GCD Power & Responsibilities

Issues & Challenges



GCD=Groundwater Conservation Districts

General Statutory Authority =  Specific Enabling Legislation



Operational Components of a GCD
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Where are GCDs today?



GCDs

GCD Power & Responsibilities

Issues & Challenges



Balancing Act

Conservation, preservation, protection,
recharging and prevention of waste of
groundwater

Rights of Landowners and
the highest practicable
level of groundwater
production




Aquifer Management

GCD’s regulate in the following ways:

 Well spacing regulations
e Acreage-based regulations
e Use-based regulations

Exemptions from permitting requirements include:
e Wells specifically exempted by the board of directors

e Certain domestic and livestock wells
e Certain wells related to oil and gas or mining activities



Joint Planning
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’ \ Joint
TWDB GMA Planning

o



DFC=Desired Future Condition

e Desired future condition = quantifiable future groundwater metric (what
aquifer will look like in future); overall management objective

e GCDs must implement a balancing test and consider:
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Transfer of Groundwater out of a GCD

Section 36.122 of the Texas Water Code governs groundwater transfers out of a GCD

§§ (c) — GCD may not impose more restrictive permit conditions on transporters than
GCD imposes on in-district users

§§ (d) — GCD may impose an export fee or surcharge on groundwater transferred out
of a district



Transfer of Groundwater cont’d

Section 36.122 cont’d

§§ (f) — GCD can consider several factors when making a decision on transfer:
e Availability of water within GCD and receiving area

* Proposed effect on aquifer

e Regional Water Plan and GCD Management Plan

§§ (q) — GCD must be fair, impartial, and nondiscriminatory



Important Roles of GCDs

Investment in Science Data Collection

GCDs are investing significant amounts of
money to generate regional and site-specific
hydrogeologic information
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Creating baseline groundwater
information that will be used for years
to come



A review of accountability mechanisms in effect
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