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Recent Texas Water Legislation 

ÅSenate Bill 1 ï 1997  

ÅSenate Bill 2 ï 2001 

ÅSenate Bill 3 ï 2007 

ÅHouse Bill 4, HB 1025, and SJR 1 ï 2013  
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State Water Implementation Fund for Texas 

(SWIFT) Legislative Package 

ÅHB 4 - provides the framework and administration of the 

SWIFT and State Water Implementation Revenue Fund 

(SWIRFT) and the re-organization of the Texas Water 

Development Board (TWDB). 

ÅSenate Joint Resolution (SJR)1 ï proposes an 

amendment to Texas Constitution to create the SWIFT 

and SWIRFT to assist in the financing of water projects.  

ÅHB 1025 - authorizes a one-time $2 billion placement of 

funds from the Economic Stabilization Fund (Rainy Day 

Fund) into the SWIFT if the voters     
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Prop 6 ï Approval of SWIFT by Texas 

Voters on November 5 

ÅVoters of Texas approved Proposition 6 to 

amend the Texas Constitution to create the 

SWIFT.   

ÅProposition 6 approved by 73.37% of the voters. 

Å836,424 voters voted in favor of Prop. 6 

Å303,547 voters voted against Prop. 6 
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HB 4 (Ritter/Fraser) ï SWIFT, SWIRFT, 

and TWDB Re-Organization  
ǒ Provides for framework and administration of SWIFT and SWIRFT. 

ǒ Re-organized several aspects of TWDB, including the leadership 

structure.  

ǒ TWDB will now have 3 full-time board members instead of 6 part-time 

board members. 

ǒ An advisory committee for the SWIFT is established which is 

comprised of the Comptroller and members appointed by Speaker 

and Lt. Governor. The advisory committee must make 

recommendations to the TWDB regarding the use of money in the 

SWIFT. 

ǒ Requires prioritization of projects by RWPGs and TWDB.  

ǒ TWDB must create a point system for prioritization of projects. 
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HB 4 (Ritter/Fraser) ï SWIFT, SWIRFT, 

and TWDB Re-Organization  
ÅSWIFT and SWIRFT were created to leverage $2 billion 

to finance the nearly $30 billion worth of water supply 

projects identified in the State Water Plan. 

ÅThe funds are revolving and self-supporting in nature.  

ÅThe funds are to be used to subsidize interest rates, to 

allow for longer and incremental repayment terms, and 

and to enable entities to have deferral periods on the 

repayment of funds needed for water projects.   



©Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & Townsend, P.C. 

HB 4 (Ritter/Fraser) ï  

Timelines for Action  
ÅSept. 1 = Board members appointed by Governor Perry 

begin terms. 

ÅNov. 5 = Voters approved Proposition 6 

ÅASAP after Nov. 5 = Advisory Committee members appt. 

ÅDec. 1 = RWPG stakeholder committee submits project 

prioritization standards to TWDB and TWDB must 

approve. 

ÅSept. 1, 2014  = RWPGs submit final prioritization of 

projects from 2011 RWPGs. 

ÅMarch 1, 2015 = Deadline for TWDB adoption of rules. 
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TWDB Board Members Appointed by 

Governor Perry 

ÅOn August 16, 2013, Governor Perry appointed 

3 board members to the TWDB pursuant to HB 

4. 

ÅCarlos Rubinstein, Bech Brunn, and Mary Ann 

Williamson will serve full-time effective 

September 1, 2013. 

ÅRubinstein will serve as chair of the board for a 

term to expire at the pleasure of the governor. 
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Texas Groundwater Management / Law  

ÅExciting time to be involved with water issues in 

Texas 

ÅWater management and Texas law governing 

water is evolving and organic 

Å1997 ï 38 GCDs in existence 

Å2013 ï 99 GCDs with 3 GCDs awaiting 

confirmation elections  
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Texas Groundwater Management / Law 

ÅIncreased level of knowledge about groundwater 

resources and management but much more is 

needed 

ïEx. Middle Trinity GCD (Erath, Comanche, Bosque, 

and Coryell Counties) 

 

ÅScience, science, science 

 

 




